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The Masonic Alchemy of the Apollo Flight to the Moon 


“The most stupendous symbolical transaction of all time” 


By Jim Brandon 


Neil Armstrong, who died in 2012, attained worldwide 
celebrity as commander of the Apollo 11 lunar rocket 
expedition of July 1969 that landed him and Edwin Aldrin on 
the moon while Michael Collins orbited overhead. Neil 
Armstrong’s image as a nearly superhuman master of then 
radically new space technology would endure, even as he 
himself gradually faded from view, avoiding significant 
comment on his career and lunar adventure until death. His 
last rites and cremation, with burial of his ashes at sea, 
suggest a strange desire for personal oblivion. Some have 
seen this as the burden of a man who had secrets he dared 
not risk revealing by opening himself to questions. 


So, what was the real deal with Apollo 11? 

Armstrong and Aldrin on the moon, establishing a U.S. 
presence in advance of the Russians in “space race” 
competition, along with its unsung hymn to American 
technological prowess, are 
unknowingly accepted by the 
public as the rather mundane 
purpose for the gigantic 
undertaking. But that is 
because, for more than forty 
| years, we have been told 
absolutely nothing about the 
vast occultic process behind 
the scenes of the U.S. 
National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration from 
its earliest days. 

What was the ultimate purpose of Apollo 11? Could it have 
been a ceremonial linking of sun and moon, male and female, 
as shown in the dramatic 17th century engraving reproduced 
above? According to writer Norman Mailer, NASA’s official 
reporter for the project, after Armstrong and Aldrin prepared 
to leave the moon and the Lunar Module, “...lifted off 
Tranquility Base...the astronauts passed back into the 
Command Module and Eagle was ‘jettisoned on a 
trajectory to the sun’ — instead of back to the moon, as 
would seem to have happened naturally, or simply 
abandoned in space. i 


Coincidence? A whim? Either would seem to be highly 
implausible in anything as rigorously planned as a major 
space flight. So, if intentional, where does that leave us? On 
the face of it, this must have been the most stupendous 
symbolical transaction of all time — on the interplanetary 
level, after all — for which its controlling secret-society adepts 
can only be marveled at by us. Was there anything else? 

Could this have been the preliminary ritualistic step — by 
those who practice such things — preceding a transformation 
to some undisclosed fate planned for all Americans that is 
only now beginning to be visible? If so, I would think that the 
adepts would be proud of their accomplishments, shouting 
them from the rooftops. But such, strangely, has not been the 
case. 1 


Reprising Mr. Downard’s Travels in America Mystica 

A few years after Apollo 11, a man named James Shelby 
Downard started a slow ascent to an unusual sort of renown 
when he made my acquaintance as a journalist and 
investigator of unusual phenomena. My book, Weird 
America, was published by a major house in 1978, receiving 
acclaim from the New York Times and other élite media. 

In the book and in an oral interview recording that was 
titled “Sirius Rising,” I introduced Mr. 
{i Downard’s astonishing theory that a 

| process employing the strange principles 
of medieval alchemy was being enacted 
| behind the scenes of America’s most 
momentous events. 

Detonation of the first nuclear-fission 
atomic bomb or “destruction of 

`; primordial matter,” the “sacrificial 

» killing of the king” in the ritualistic 

p murder of President John F. Kennedy 

az and of course the densely symbolical 

Apollo 11 flight followed basic alchemical patterns, in the 
revolutionary view of Mr. Downard. 

“Moonshine! Horse s—t!” it has been objected. “Alchemy 
was nothing but primitive chemistry with charlatans 
claiming to create gold but it has nothing at all to do with our 
heroic astronauts.” Let’s look at that. We will review 
abundant evidence of the major role of occultist personalities 
at the highest levels of NASA, including Edwin Aldrin 
himself, The channel by which this process was applied is 


1 On the masonic role in NASA (among many sources online) cf. htt -//freemasonsfordummies. blogspot.com/2009/07/apollo- 1 1-freemasons-and- 


moon.html and http://nexusilluminati 


ogspot.com/2012/02/apollo- 1-freemasons-and-moon.html. 


In print cf. Norman Mailer, “A Dream of the Future’s Face, LIFE, Vol. 68, No. 1, Jan 9, 1970, p. 60. 
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Freemasonry — which has been self-defined as “the science of 
symbolism” — and especially by the higher-level and 
extravagantly mystical Scottish Rite (SR). 

Its 32nd-degree emblem features the twin heads of the 
mythical phoenix bird, a primary 
symbol in alchemy. The motto 
translates “My Hope Is in God,” 
raising the question of “which god?” 
. when we consider the SR’s rather 

dark rituals which were inspired by 
' the Kabbalah. I had long been 
aware of the Masonic order, of 
| course, but it was not until I learned 
‘Mr. Downard’s insights on its 
activity in applying these enigmatic 

patterns to events all around us 
that I saw how wide the influence has been. It all circles back 
to alchemy — and to a certain Albert Pike. ? 

No doubt the best-known American Masonic personality of 
all time would be the portly magus of the Ancient and 
Accepted Scottish Rite, Southern Jurisdiction, Albert Pike 
(1809-1891). He was the author of a similarly hefty tome, 
Morals and Dogma (M&D), long revered through many 
editions as the bible of the SR, despite being unstructured, 
= bereft of documentation and occasionally plagiaristic. More 
importantly for his memory, however, Albert Pike also 
restored the Scottish Rite’s largest division to a successful 
organizational basis after its parlous years in the South after 
the Civil War. Beyond that, Pike constructed SR rituals and 
liturgy along deeply mystical lines far beyond basic three- 
degree “Blue Lodge” lore. 

And uppermost in Pike’s thought were the twin objectives 
of alchemy and bisexuality. On alchemy, M&D’s 1079 pages 
contain countless affirmative references, and one extended 
disquisition in the 28th degree (“Knight of the Sun”) chapter 
disparaging the “gold-making quack” charge still heard 
today. Instead, Pike contends, alchemy was a useful shield 
behind which the ancient mystery religions were perpetuated 
during the burn-at-the-stake Christian heresy era. Pike 
makes it abundantly clear that the Scottish Rite will 
continue to channel “Hermetic” alchemy in all its aspects into 
our world today. 

This may not be an entirely symbolical or ritualistic 
endeavor, however. Fascinating developments on the 
scientific front followed the sensational 1989 announcement 
of a successful experiment in what is called “cold” nuclear 
fusion. Continuing progress on that line led the spokesman of 
the movement, the ebullient Dr. Eugene Mallove, to proclaim 
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a “Triumph of Alchemy” in his magazine, to the chagrin of 
old-style scientists. 3 

Opening his chapter on the 32nd SR degree, modestly 
entitled “Sublime Prince of the 
Royal Secret,” Albert Pike 
displays the engraving at right, 
ascribed to the legendary German 
alchemist, Basil Valentine. As 
Pike enthusiastically explains in 
the text, few images better 
summarize the identity and 
ideals of his organization, with a 
compass and square displayed in 
either hand — a century before 
Freemasonry’s official start, in 
England. 

Along with male and female 
heads the figure bears the label 
REBIS, from Latin res bina, “dual thing,” attesting to its 
bisexuality. The implication of this strangely profound image 
would be: the Masonic androgyne controls the terrestrial 
dragon force and the world, demarked under triangle and 
square. Above, the sun and moon, male and female, are thus 
symbolically linked-as they would be much later by Apollo 11. 

As many M&D index listings show, Albert Pike was 
preoccupied with the concepts of hermaphrodism or 
androgyny which, as Mr. Downard observed, has become 
highly prevalent today when homosexual marriage is 
endorsed by a major political party. And indeed in a curious 
passage, Pike explains how even the name of God itself, 
YHVH, can be made “bi-sexual” by transposing its letters. 

Rather more surprising, considering his Victorian milieu, 
are Pike’s passages seeming to condone homosexuality and 
sacred “orgies.” Today it is customary for SR people to smile 
and shrug when asked about Albert Pike’s less conventional 
notions. Although Morals and Dogma has now been replaced 
by a more concise governing text, by Rex Hutchens, the latter 
still harkens back to M&D as the ultimate SR authority. 
Most significantly, this did not occur until 1974 — long after 
Apollo 11 planning had begun. 4 

The final result of the alchemical process: the bisexual 
androgyne being purified by fire. While not astronomical, the 
theme here is evocative of what must have happened to the 
Eagle lunar landing module — now symbolically converted to 
a moon / sun, female / male hermaphrodite — when it reached 
the solar inferno. Such images from the classic period of 
alchemical publishing are strangely haunting in their direct 
appeal to deeper levels of consciousness, as was extensively 


2 On Scottish Rite rituals and aura, see Charles T. McClenachan, The Book of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry (1867, and 


numerous reprints). The 32nd-degree emblem is from Adam Parfrey and Craig Heimbichner, Ritua 


America (Feral House, 2012, p. 4). 


3 Albert Pike, Morals and Dogma of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry, Richmond, Va.: L. H. Jenkins, 1947, frontispiece. On 
alchemy, see numerous index references and esp. pp. 772-792. Eugene Mallove (D.Sc., Mass. Inst. of Technology), “The Triumph of Alchemy,’ 


Infinite Energy, No. 32, July 2000. 


4 Basil Valentine, “Azoth,” Woodcut 6, from his Twelve Keys of Philos 
Dogma: see Hermaphroditic and Phallus index entries; God as “bi-sexual,” 849; Homosexuality, 393, 40 


hy (1599); in Jung, Ps chology and Alchemy, 372. In Pike, Morals and 


On Rex Hutchens, A Bridge to Light, see 


Parfrey & Heimbichner, Ritual America, 72-3. On “bisexuality” and occultism, see: Jim Brandon, “Sirius Rising,” part 1 and Judith A. Reisman, 
Kinsey: Crimes and Consequences, Arlington, VA: Institute for Media Education, 1998. 
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studied by 
Swiss 
- psychologist 
Carl Gustav 
Jung on the 
archetypes or 
underlying 
patterns of 
mental 
processes. The 
engraving at 
left is from the 
17th-century 
alchemical 
masterpiece 
Atalanta 


Fugiens, by Michael Meier. 5 
While working in Washington, D.C., in the early 1970s 

and doing research in the library at the Scottish Rite 
Supreme Temple, I had what , i 
I’m tempted to call a life- 
changing experience, l 
journalistically speaking. It | 
was there that I saw on. 
display the richly 
embroidered SR flag that | 
astronaut Aldrin had worn 
inside his space suit during 
the Apollo 11 expedition. 
While I was quite familiar with Freemasonry in the 
conventional sense, seeing this kind of high talisman that 
had been totally ignored in the long avalanche of media 
coverage of the Apollo event quickly raised Masonry to a 
much higher level on what I call my “crypto-political radar 
scope.” It was only a short time later and along a highly 
coincidental — or synchromystic, in the current terminology — 
pathway that I met Shelby Downard and communicated to 
him the information on the flag, along with a photo of its 
presentation to the Scottish Rite by Aldrin. This was 
welcomed by Mr. Downard as confirmation of high-level 
participation of secret societies in the Apollo series that he 
had previously only intuited from alchemical parallels and 
personal insight. ê 

If anyone has lingering doubts of the overwhelming 
influence of the Masonic order in planning, staffing, 
engineering, navigating and finally piloting of NASA’s 
immensely complex interplanetary expeditions of Apollo 11 
and other flights, these images should provide confirmation. 
The official magazine of the Grand Lodge of Texas published 
this issue in August, 1966, three years before Apollo 11, 
showing on the cover what appears to be something quite 
similar to the Eagle lunar landing module. In front are 
Masonic astronaut Gordon Cooper (right), who the magazine 
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says “carried a flag bearing the Square and Compasses into 
outer space.” Also shown sams r 
are the Texas grand master 
of Masons, H. W. Fullingim 
(center), and an 
unidentified official at left. 

In a quite surprising © 
corollary activity, it has: -+ 
been reported that the 
Texas Grand Lodge 
demanded and got a claim 
to part of the moon itself 
which was enacted there on |; 
the Sea of Tranquility with 
establishment of something < 
called Tranquility Lodge 
No. 2000 and duly conveyed to the Texas Grand Lodge by the 
astronauts on their return. 


Clear Lake Lodge No. 1417 was “set to work” by Grand 
Master Fullingim on July 30, 1966, in the Space Center 
auditorium, “scene of historic press conferences,” as the 
article notes. Functioning Freemasonry was therefore only a 
few steps away from the critically important mission-control 
center where the suspenseful coordination of the dangerous 
rocket flights was made, with the famous countdowns and 
dramatic narrations that were broadcast to rapt 
international audiences. Yet, when have we taxpayers who 
paid the bills heard word one of all this? And again, why the 
secrecy? 7 

Among the key NASA personnel playing an inestimably 
important role in the — a 
design and deployment of ada 
the monster 33-foot 
Saturn V rockets from 
Launch Pad 33 at Capes 
Canaveral, Florida, was 
one of the chief engineers, 
Kenneth S. Kleinknecht. 
Another member of this 
multigenerational 


5 C. G. Jung, Psychology and Alchemy; see index, arse ae Michael Meier’s “Atalanta, emblem 33,” in Atalanta Fugiens (“Atalanta Fleeing"). 


[Oppenheim, Germany: Johann-Theodor de Bry, 1618; cf: 


ttps://digital.sciencehistory.org/works/pc289j53n On the alchemical hermaphrodite an 


androgyne: http://curveofbell.blogspot.com/2012/09/now-playing-at-century-16-ampitheater.html 


6 Ons nehromiystrisi, James Shelby Downard & other tangents, see Loren Coleman: http://co 
godfather.html 


7 The Texas Freemason, Aug. 1966: cover photo, i 2. Published by Grand Lodge of Texas (715 Columbus Ave., Waco, Tex. 76701) whose current 
magazine, The Texas Mason, is $6.00 yearly. On Tr 


cateffect. blogspot.com/2008/12/synchromystisms- 


: y 
or more on Freemasonry and NASA, see hap cur veotbell blogspot com/2012/09/nasas-33-degree kline-konnektionhtmi 


anquility Lodge and lunar claim, see Masonic commentator Chris Hodapp (op. cit, footnote #1) 
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Masonic family, brother C. Fred 
Kleinknecht, was at the time 

lon a parallel track rising in 
| leadership of the Ancient and 
5 Accepted Scottish Rite, Southern 

Jurisdiction. He eventually rose to 
\ the rank of Sovereign Grand 
| Commander and both he and 
| Kenneth received the ultimate honor 
| of the “33rd and Last Degree.” But — 
' dare we ask, what coordination 
might there have been between the 
two on key NASA affairs? 8 

Edwin Aldrin (below on the right), 
generally known by his odd nickname 
of “Buzz,” and another “33” Freemason, visited the Scottish 
Rite Supreme Temple in Washington after his return and 
presented the flag that he had carried to Sovereign Grand 
Commander Luther A. Smith (left). Looking on from left were 
Edwin Aldrin Sr., C. Fred Kleinknecht Jr. and C. F. 
Kleinknecht Sr. It’s 
amusing and more 
than a little 
intriguing that 
Aldrin was 
reported in 2009 by 
Internet journalist 
Alex Jones to have 
denied that any ‘of 
this took place and 
to have answered 
“As far as I can 
tell, zero” when 
asked by Jones 
“What is the Masonic influence on NASA?” 

This apparent falsehood was in direct contradiction to the 
Scottish Rite’s then official magazine, The New Age for 
December 1969, where the above photographs appeared. 
What is perplexing now, however, is — why the continuing 
secrecy decades after the event? And do such constraints on 
these people help to explain Neil Armstrong’s puzzling 
reticence that he carried to a watery grave? 9 


This ends Part 1 of Jim Brandon’s recollections and 
updating of the ongoing Apollo 11 saga, in the synchromystic 
perspective pioneered by James Shelby Downard. [Emphasis 
supplied]. To the best of our knowledge Part 2 has not yet 
appeared. 


Reprinted from: curveofbell.blogspot.com/2012/12/neil- 
armstrong-astronaut-or-alchemist.html 


>» 


in 


C; Fred Kleinknecht 


Jim Brandon is the author of Weird America (E.P. Dutton, 
1978) and Rebirth of Pan: Hidden Faces of the American 
Earth Spirit (Firebird Press, 1983), as well as the audio 
lecture series, “Sirius Rising.” 


“Could this have been the preliminary ritualistic step — by those 
who practice such things — preceding a transformation to some 
undisclosed fate planned for all Americans that is only now beginning 
to be visible?” Jim Brandon 
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Masonic Astronauts 


Edwin B. Aldrin, Montclair #144, Montclair, NJ 

Leroy Gordon Cooper, Carbondale #82 Carbondale, CoO 
Don F. Eiselo, L.B. Turnor #732 Columbus, OH 

Virgil I. Grissom, Mitchell #228, Mitchell, IN 

Wally M. Schirra, Canaveral #339 Cocoa Beach, FL 
Thomas P. Stafford, Western Star #138 Weatherford, OK 
Edgar D. Michell, Artesia #28 Artesia, NM 

Paul J. Weitz, Lawrence #708 Erie, PA 

James B. Irwin, Tajon Lodge No. 104 Colorado Springs, co 


Astronauts Who Have Fathers Who Were Masons 


Alan Shepard, Vance Brand, John Glenn, Anthony England, 
William Pogue, Neil Armstrong, Edgar Mitchell 


(Cf. “Masonic Astronauts,” Dunn’s Rock Masonic Lodge #267 
AF. & A. M., Brevard, NC. Courtesy of Loren Coleman) 


1979 medallion commemorating the 10th anniversary of the 
carrying of the two-headed eagle flag of the Scottish Rite of 
Freemasonry to the moon on July 20, 1969 


Two-headed “Rebis” hermaphrodite (left) and the two eagles 
of the king of the world (right). From Michael Meier’s 1618 
alchemical compendium, Atalanta Fugiens, pp. 161 and 193. 


8 We owe the knowledge of the Apollo 7 breakfast photograph to Richard Sauder, Kundalini Tales (Kempton, IL: Adventures Unlimited P., 1998, p. 


16); cf. Linda Moulton 


owe, “Secret American Military Space Program?” Interview with Richard Sauder, 7 Dec. 2007, Accessed Fall 2012. 


9 Cf. Loren Coleman, “Of Moon, Masons & Men: Neil Armstrong Dies” http://copycateffect.blogspot.com/2012/08/armstrong. html 
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James Shelby Downard 


Synchromysticism’s Godfather 
By Loren Coleman 


Adam Gorightly’s book documents the remarkable 
phantasmagoria that was the person named James Shelby 
Downard, an American theorist and pamphleteer who shared 
his thoughts about conspiracies, coincidences, synchronicity, 
and symbolism. 

James Shelby Downard’s Mystical Warwas released by 
Virtual Bookworm Publishing in November 2008. The subject 
of the book, Downard, lived from March 13, 1913 to March 
16, 1998, unless, of course, his death was a disappearing act 
and he's still alive somewhere, writing under an assumed 
name. (I'm joking, right?) 

Downard appeared on the scene when many of my 
contemporaries and I were just beginning to have lexilinked 
thoughts and overlapping insights into coincidences. His 
influence, as Gorightly notes, today has spread far beyond 
this strange man's life and death. 

I easily understand the reach of Downard's impact within 
my own life from this twilight realm. In the 1960s and 1970s, 
first in correspondence, and then later in Fortean Times 
columns, I wrote about the connections I found between 
names and weirdnesses. Some of those writings appeared 
(see “Devil Names and Places” in my 1983 book, Mysterious 
America, along with another chapter, entitled “Name Game.” 

In the beginning, I pointed to names such as Devil, 
Diablo, Manitou, and Hockomock for locations, and people 
names like Hobbs and Wetzel to watch. These were early 
explorations on the edges of what today is a vast journey in 
onomatology (the study of names) and toponomy (the study of 
places). 

In the 1960s, John A. Keel carried on a lively 
correspondence with me and others, in which he examined 
the frequent appearance of certain proper names, like 
Reeves/Reaves, McDaniel, Hill, Allen, Maddox, and Heflin, as 
eyewitnesses of anomalistic incidents. 

Soon, I was also corresponding with Bill Grimstad and 
Michael Anthony Hoffman II, who were close associates of 
Downard. Many people feel they got letters from Downard, 
but mostly, it was Hoffman and Grimstad who were assisting 
in getting Downard's thoughts and words to the rest of us. 

Exchanging ideas with Grimstad, about locations linked 
to Fayette and LaGrange, and names like Bell, Mason/ 
Macon, Pike, Warren, and Lafayette, all went hand in hand 
with being a Fortean in the 1960s-1970s, especially if an 
interest in assassinations and strange suicides fit into the 
mindset. 

Hoffman, who authored the modern notion of the twilight 
language (versus the ancient Buddhist understanding of the 
phrase) and Grimstad, who was the source of the Fayette 
factor, were interesting and stimulating correspondents who 
nicely intellectualized many of Downard's ideas. Hidden 
meanings were there for the finding, and Hoffman, Grimstad, 
and Downard were the miners. 

James Shelby Downard, who wrote short tracts, which 
later were published in various anthologies from Adam 
Parfray at Feral House, examined his own perceived 
decodings behind historical events in the 20th century, on a 
parallel track to what was happening with Forteans, 
anomalists, and demonologists. Downard's approach was 
mostly cryptopolitical, and some of us drifted over into his 
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world, as often happens in attempting to get a holistic view of 
history and current events. 

How does a biographer working with a secretive subject 
capture the life of the hidden one? That was Gorightly’s task. 

As you begin to read this book about Downard, you might 
think that you have opened a cryptocomedic LSD trip about a 
conspiracy-oriented Forrest Gump-like character, who 
amazingly finds himself in all the wrong places at the wrong 
times. 

Gorightly escorts the reader abroad a rollercoaster ride in 
which Downard is a Freemason scapegoat being 
ritualistically abused, watching the KKK hang a person at a 
crossroads, seeing Alexander Graham Bell receiving 
homoerotic sex magick fellatio, visiting J. Edgar Hoover's 
office, and getting a phone call from FDR. 

The opening sections of the book are so breathlessly 
delivered that by the time I arrived at the chapter noting 
that Downard was at the "first ever meeting of the Baker 
Street Irregulars on July 5, 1934" in a New York City eating 
establishment, I hardly was startled by the statement. 

All of this made me flashback to what Gorightly observed 
in his second paragraph of the book: “Some cynics have gone 
so far to suggest that Downard never actually existed, the 
group creation of Michael Hoffman, William Grimstad and 
Adam Parfrey.” 

Indeed! 

The publisher's tagline for James Shelby Downard’s 
Mystical War, tells us that author Adam Gorightly 
“chronicles the famed conspiracy researcher’s life long battles 
against Masonic Sorcery as an investigator and exposer of 
the Science of Symbolism, Onomatology and Mystical 
Toponomy.” Well, yes, but what is real and what are 
Downard's fantasies? We clearly can't tell from Gorightly's 
text, because, of course, who knows? 

The book is an odd mix, at points, of biographical tales 
about Downard’s unbelievable life, his intellectual 
perceptions in symbol decoding, and details of specific 
historical milestones along the twilight highway. 

When you realize that James Shelby Downard's first 
published work was only released in 1979, via the short 
work, The Masonic Assassination of John Fitzgerald 
Kennedy, you do come to grips with the fact his overall 
output was limited, but powerful. 

Downard's refined and well-edited King-Kill 33° had 
everything to do with the skills of Michael Hoffman 
channeling Downard. Combined with Grimstad's Sirius 
Rising reel-to-reel tapes of conversations with Downard, the 
two works had a ripple effect. “King-Kill/33: Masonic 
Symbolism in the Assassination of John F. Kennedy” 
eventually was published by Adam Parfrey in the first 
edition of the book Apocalypse Culture. The essay theorizes 
the Freemasons were responsible for the assassination of 
President John F. Kennedy. 

Grimstad, writing even before it was published, was able 
to walk a wonderfully skeptical open-minded fence, as he 
passed along the following summary of Downard's JFK 
insights in Weird America in 1978: 

Would you believe John F. Kennedy as a ceremonial king- 
who-must-die? I'm afraid there is a certain body of opinion, 
undoubtedly the farthest-out brain wave of assassinology yet, 
that maintains the killing was pulled off, not by the 
Russians, the Cubans, the CIA, or the Mafia, but by 
alchemists. 
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As I understand the hypothesis, President Kennedy was 
for some reason chosen as The King (remember "Camelot," 
"Macbird" and all that?) after the fashion of James G. Frazer 
and Mary Renault whose "The King Must Die" he had been 
given to read before his death. This killing of the king in 
Dallas was related somehow to the touching off of the world's 
first atomic bomb at the Trinity Site in New Mexico 18 years 
earlier. Apparently the Bomb was the "destruction of 
primordial matter" stage of the grand alchemical working, 
but these conspiracy buffs aren't much more specific on 
details than were the early alchemists in their recipes. 
Anyway, Kennedy represented the next stage of the process - 
the "Death of the White King" - when he was immolated on a 
trinity site of his own. For, aren't Dealey Plaza and the ill- 
famed Triple Underpass on the bank of the old Trinity River? 

Popular cultural outlets, such as Robert Anton Wilson's 
works (e.g. Cosmic Trigger), the music of Marilyn Manson, 
and the various books and movies about the numbers 23 and 
33, have Downard living onward into the morrow. My own 
books, including The Copycat Effect, show Downard 
influences. 

Everyone has the sense they “discovered” the significance 
of certain names or dates, or even factoids like Dealey Plaza 
being the first Masonic temple in Texas, but remarkably, 
most of these revelations track back to Downard. Adam 
Gorightly, who authored the underground classic, The 
Prankster and the Conspiracy: The Story of Kerry Thornley 
and How He Met Oswald and Inspired the Counterculture 
(with its foreword by Robert Anton Wilson), is a good person 
to be at the wheel for this biography of Downard. Oh, I wish 
it would have been twice as long, but I understand how 
difficult it is to write biographies of people that do not wish 
to be known. Gorightly's book does an excellent job, 
nevertheless, in opening the door to a comprehensive world of 
symbol decodifications that may be new to many people. 
Today, there is much 21st century intrigue involving 
Downard's legacy, in new areas such as synchromysticism. 

Several writers and commentators, including Todd 
Campbell, Robert Schneck, Theo Paijmans, SMiles, Michael 
Janitch, Mike Gos, Goro Adachi, Greg Bishop, Ben Fairhall, 
Henrik Palmgren, Richard Hendricks, Craig Heimbichner, 
Christopher Knowles, Fredrik Palmgren, Anthony Sutton, 
Kenn Thomas, the late Jim Keith, the late Ron Bond, and 
Jake Kotze inhabit the netherworld of conspiracies and 
synchromysticism, with the later being "an emerging field of 
study and subculture existing on the fringe of areas already 
considered fringe — primarily mysticism and Jungian 
psychology.” 

The word “synchromysticism” was first coined by Jake 
Kotze in August 2006, on his website-at-the-time, Brave New 
World Order. Kotze defined the concept as: “The art of 
realizing meaningful coincidence in the seemingly mundane 
with mystical or esoteric significance.” 

Downard’s modern influence on Forteana, assassination 
studies, occult symbolism decoding, twilight language 
research and synchromysticism is so deep that he must be 
acknowledged as the Godfather to many of the points of view 
that inhabit those arenas. 

I'm not sure if I take even half of what Downard wrote 
about as reality, but to get caught up in that intellectual side 
trick in critical thinking misses the point. In realizing the 
reality behind the twilight language, the metaphor is the 
method and the Downard as revealed by Gorightly is the 
message. 
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Glossary ~ James Shelby Downard examined the world 
through a variety of methodologies, including the following: 

Onomastics or onomatology is the study of proper names 
of all kinds and the origins of names. The word is Greek: 
dvopaToAroyia (from évopa (6noma) “name”). 

Toponymy or toponomastics, the study of place names, is 
one of the principal branches of onomastics. 

Anthroponomastics (or Anthroponymy), a branch of 
onomastics, is the study of anthroponyms (anthropos, 'man', 
+ onuma, 'name’), the names of human beings. 

Etymology is the study of the history of words — when 
they entered a language, from what source, and how their 
form and meaning have changed over time. In languages 
with a long detailed history, etymology makes use of 
philology, the study of how words change from culture to 
culture over time. The word "etymology" itself comes from the 
Ancient Athens étopodoyia (etumologia) < ETupov (etumon), 
“true sense” + -Aoyia (-logia), “study of”, from Adyog (logos), 
"speech, oration, discourse, word.” 

Reprinted from: 
copycateffect.blogspot.com/2008/12/ 
synchromystisms-godfather.html 
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The Secret Origins of the French Revolution 

The playbook of the Right wing of the Cryptocracy has it 
that King Louis XVI, while guilty of excess, was not 
deserving of death. The playbook almost always excludes two 
“karmic” factors which contributed to the French people’s 
acquiescence to the death of their monarch and the demise of 
the Bourbon dynasty. The Bourbons were guilty of the 
extirpation of the Protestant Huguenot French minority, a 
tyrannical process which entailed children kidnapped from 
parents, the shuttering of Protestant churches, the arrest 
and deaths of tens of thousands of innocents, and the exile of 
many times that number who fled to Britain, America and 
western Europe. The House of Bourbon had also destroyed, 
though with less violence to be sure, their own Catholic 
“Jansenist” minority, razing the Jansenist headquarters at 
Port Royal and repressing Jansenist priests, nuns and 
bishops with cruelty. These acts horrified and embittered the 
French people in ways that have seldom been factored in 
histories of how the French Revolution came about. 

Another deliberate obfuscation is the propagation of the 
legend that there was only one 18th century 
“Enlightenment” and that it was secular and masonic. There 
was in historical reality, two Enlightenments, one Christian 
and the other, the better known French Revolutionary 
incarnation, publicly agnostic and less publicly masonic. This 
dichotomy is not often recognized or studied. We made the 
attempt in our introduction to the now out-of-print edition of 
our reprint of English-language excerpts from the Entdecktes 
Judenthum of Johann Andreas Eisenmenger (The Traditions 
of the Jews [2008]). While we will not repeat our arguments 
here, we refer the reader to the datum that the first 
significant alienation and separation of the Judaic people of 
Europe from the creed of the Babylonian Talmud was the 
signal achievement of this Christian Enlightenment. The 
Christian-inspired Judaic movement contra the Talmud is 
termed the “Haskalah.” Just as the Haskalah is usually not 


